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here wanting and demanding a plan. As the
President said in his State of the Union ad-
dress, these victims deserve a vote.

However, | do not, | repeat, | do not believe
in taking away any American’s Second
Amendment right. Just as you cannot yell
“fire” in a movie theater, | believe you cannot
own weapons capable of killing 20 school chil-
dren in a matter of seconds. The United
States Supreme Court ruling on Heller v. DC
clearly stated that there are, indeed, limitations
to the Second Amendment, and | stand with
that ruling. Heller v. DC was not meant to strip
gun owners of the rights, it was meant to instill
a greater sense of responsibility that comes
with owning a gun.

| am in favor of protecting an individual’'s
right to own a gun; | also want to help create
a more accountable gun culture—one that up-
holds Americans’ constitutional right to bear
arms, and keeps us safe from harm. The con-
stitutional right to own a gun and the God-
given human right to feel safe from gun vio-
lence is not mutually exclusive.

| want to conclude by saying that we must
all continue to listen to the victims, the sur-
vivors, and even those who speak out against
gun law reforms; we will not be able to reach
common ground on this issue unless we keep
an open mind to all of the voices of the Amer-
ican people.

Thank you.

Ms. SPEIER. I thank the gentleman
from California for his thoughtful re-
marks. And I want to thank each and
every one of you who has participated
in this Special Order. It’s something
that we must do week after week so
that our message gets out to the Amer-
ican people and so that they truly un-
derstand what has happened in this
country over the last 20 years that has
taken away sO many commonsense
laws that were on the books to provide
the kind of safe and sane laws to make
sure that everyone who owns a gun has
it appropriately and everyone who
shouldn’t own a gun, doesn’t have a
gun.

This is our to-do list:

Pass the universal background check,
pass a ban on large magazines, pass an
assault weapon ban, crack down on gun
trafficking, remove the handcuffs on
law enforcement, remove the gag order
on gun safety research, keep illegal and
unwanted guns off the street, invest in
gun safety technology R&D, close the
holes in our mental health system, and
take steps to enhance school safety.

Someone said:

Too many children are dying. Too many
children. We must do something. It will be
hard, but the time is now. You must act. Be
bold. Be courageous. Americans are counting
on you.

These are the words of our own
Gabby Giffords in the Senate just a
couple of weeks ago. It still sends shiv-
ers up and down my spine. Gabby al-
most lost her life. We owe it to Gabby,
we owe it to the 26 people who lost
their lives in Newtown, the countless
people who lost their lives in Aurora
and Columbine, and the 32 people each
and ever day in this country who lose
their lives to gun violence. We owe it
to the American people. Let’s act.
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I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
great passion and urgency to talk about our
need, as Members of Congress, to strengthen
our Nation’s gun violence prevention laws.
Last night at the State of the Union, President
Obama said it best—gun violence victims de-
serve a vote. From Newtown to Aurora, Oak
Creek to Tucson and Blacksburg—these vic-
tims deserve a vote. Every day in this country,
men, women and children die from gun vio-
lence. It doesn’t have to be this way. We don’t
have to live in fear when we send our children
to school.

I'm proud to be a member of the House
Democratic Task Force on Reducing and Pre-
venting Gun Violence. Last week, we issued a
series of commonsense priorities that could
make the difference in preventing future gun
violence. One of the most basic priorities is
implementing universal background checks. It
is the only way to ensure that people who are
legally barred from owning a gun are pre-
vented from buying a gun. Right now, the law
is voluntary—someone who fears failing a
background check can simply avoid it by ac-
quiring a gun from a private seller.

Another commonsense measure is a bill |
introduced, the Fire Sale Loophole Closing
Act, that prevents gun dealers whose licenses
were revoked from reclassifying their inventory
as personal and then selling the same guns
as a private seller. We have to close these
loopholes. These practices of getting around
the law need to stop. | urge my colleagues to
bring these commonsense gun safety laws to
the floor for a vote because President Obama
was right—our victims deserve a vote.

—

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
LIBYA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 113-9)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAMALFA) laid before the House the
following message from the President
of the United States; which was read
and, together with the accompanying
papers, referred to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and ordered to be print-
ed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that
the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011,
is to continue in effect beyond Feb-
ruary 25, 2013.

February 13, 2013

Colonel Muammar Qadhafi, his gov-
ernment, and close associates took ex-
treme measures against the people of
Libya, including by using weapons of
war, mercenaries, and wanton violence
against unarmed civilians. In addition,
there was a serious risk that Libyan
state assets would be misappropriated
by Qadhafi, members of his govern-
ment, members of his family, or his
close associates if those assets were
not protected. The foregoing cir-
cumstances, the prolonged attacks, and
the increased numbers of Libyans seek-
ing refuge in other countries caused a
deterioration in the security of Libya,
posed a serious risk to its stability,
and led me to declare a national emer-
gency to deal with this threat to the
national security and foreign policy of
the United States.

We are in the process of winding
down the sanctions in response to de-
velopments in Libya, including the fall
of Qadhafi and his government and the
establishment of a democratically
elected government. We are working
closely with the new Libyan govern-
ment and with the international com-
munity to effectively and appro-
priately ease restrictions on sanctioned
entities, including by taking actions
consistent with the U.N. Security
Council’s decision to 1lift sanctions
against the Central Bank of Libya and
two other entities on December 16,
2011. The situation in Libya, however,
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States and we need to protect against
this threat and the diversion of assets
or other abuse by certain members of
Qadhafi’s family and other former re-
gime officials. Therefore, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency with respect to
Libya.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 2013.

—————

HONORING CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
CHRIS KYLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. NEUGEBAUER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor a great American
hero, Chief Petty Officer Chris Kyle,
who, unfortunately, was killed on Feb-
ruary 2. Normally, you would think
that this would be honoring a soldier
who was Kkilled in action. Unfortu-
nately, Chris Kyle gave his life while
trying to help a fellow soldier who was
dealing with some big issues.
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And so today my colleagues and I
want to spend the next hour honoring
the life and the sacrifice that Chris
Kyle did and gave for his country.

This is a difficult time for me, not
only to honor Chris like this, but Chris
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